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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY ■ 
United States Army 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 


Yokohama,.Japan 
20 October 1918 


UNITED STATES--03? AMERICA VS IvIlCHI YAMAZAKI 
UNITED STATES OE. AMERICA VS SHUIGftt SHINODA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS' MASAJIRO HIRABAYASHI 


Review of the St aff Jud g e-Advocate 


1. The attached record of trial of.Kiichi Yamazaki* Shuichi Shinoda, 
Masajiro Hirabayashi at Yokohama, Japan, from February 1948' to ,26 February 
1913, by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 1.7, Special .Orders No. 39 
Headquarters Eighth Army, United States Army,, dated 18 February 1918, having-, 
been referred to the'Staff Judge Advocate, this -review i-£ submitted: to the 
Commanding General.' V.',-/ ' - - " * - ' 'V ' ” - 


Personal' Data' Concerning AccMsed 


NAAEi K).iclii Yamazald ‘‘ - • 

AGE:' • “27.' **-■ /'a * ’ 

QjpSIDENCE: 901 Banc hi ^ Su’tou-EJoriA ** 
“Shinden Oaza, Kit a Ko’nnia*-Mura, 

1-• . Kj.tasoma-Oun, Ibarald. Prefectur.o 
MARITAL .STATUS: Single " 

RELATIVES: Fathpr, mother, 2 brothers? 

- — = \m. 2.sisters - 

EDUCATION: Elementary school 
VOCATION: ' Farming 
MILITARY CAREER: Inducted into 

Japanese Navy 1 September 19l3 - 
Discharged 30 August 1915 


•DATE OF Q0.iFI®M3NTT .17 September 191+6 
DATE OFTA^RAIGiISNT : 20 February 1910 - 
•"STACE OF TRL.L: 'Yokohama, Jafan 
FjIRIQD OF JRCAL: 20 February*19U8 to , 

26 February 1918 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 26 February 1918 
^SENTENCE: CHL f^- six years' 

CLEMENCY RECQMiKND.SD'' BiCOmiSSIONr:. No 



DATE OF CO.iFINSMSNT: 16 September 1916 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 20 February 1918 
PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan ... 
PERIOD OF TRIAL: .20 February 1918 to 
' ' ■ • , 26 February 1918 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 26 February 1918. \ 

.SENTENCE’: CHL for two years 
CLEMENCY PiEGOMME.DED NY COMMISSION: No 


NAME;. -Shuichi Shinoda 
AGE:- • 35 

RESIDENCE:. 396' Shimona Kamura- Nakamura, 
Ashigarashimo-Gun, Kanagawa 
Prefecture 

'MARITAL STATUS: Married * 

RELATIVES: 1 Brother 

EDUCATION: Higher Elementary School 

VOCATION: • Salesman (Food Store). 

■ AI30 employed in automobile factory. 
MILITARY Gj.REEP.: Inducted into Japanese 
Navy 10 January 1935 - Discharged 
. 25 August 1915■ . 


DATE OF CONJ'I.JEifSNT: 6 August 1916 
DATS OF ARRAIGNMENT: 20 February 1918 

PL'.CE OF TRIAL: Yokoharria, Japan . 
PERIOD OF TELiL: 20 February 1918 to 

'26 February 1918 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 26 February 1918 
SENTENCE; CHL for four years 
CLEMENCY RECOMMEND2) 3Y COMMISSION: No 


NAME: Masajiro Hirabayashi 
AGS: 28 * . 

RESIDENCE:' l51 Chofu, Unok±.-machi-, 
Qta-ku, Tokyo 
MARITAL STATUS: Single 
RELATIVES: Father and Mother N 

EDUCATION: Graduated Elementary School 
VOCATION: Type Setter 

MILITARY CAREER : Inducted into Japanase 
Havy'10 January 19l® - Discharged 
30_J!evediber 1915 
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2. Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, -Findings, Legal Sufficiency and S e ntaice 
:es and Specifications 


Findings 


Legally 

Sustained 


YAMAZAKE 


Charge: Accuded,_ at the times' and 
places set forth in the specifications 
hereto attached, and during a time of 
war between thq United States of America 
its Allies and Dependencies, and Japan, 
did violate the Laws and Gustoms of War. 

Sp 1: Between about 1 July 191*1; and 


Yes, except 
as modifie4 
below. 


... . . . ... RLJ* .and 

31 September-191*1*,-at Ofuna Prisoner-of 
War Camp, Ofuna, Honshu, Japan, the 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat, -torture, and-abuse Gregory. ; 
Boyihgtpn, an fmertfeah prisoner of war,' 
by beating hira.-wi.th fists and a club 
and -imping him to stand’ at attehtion ' 
for a ®ohg period of■timev' • 


Yos, except the 
v/ords "31 Septem- 
b.ar 19UU> sub- . 
stituting'there¬ 
for the words' j 
"30 September “ i ‘ 

*#44". Of the. 

excepted ijppds, 
Not-Guiltjr; -o& 
the substituted" 

words, fiuilty. *. 
4fes 


.Sp 2. Between 1 January 1944'’and IQ*" 
J*y 1944, the accused did -willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat, torturff and 
abuse li. *0. -Kalberg, an American prison¬ 
er of.war, by forcing'him into an unnatu, 
ral, painful position ajfd beating him 
with a club- and fists. 


Sp 3: Between 1 January 19l*l* and 10 
July 19l*l*, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and abuse Paul 
D. Jones, an American prisoner of war, 
by forcing him to assume an unnatural, 
painful position for a long period of 
time and by beating and otherwise abus¬ 
ing him. 

Sp 4: Between 1 January 1944 ahd 10 
July 1944, the. accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and* abuse one 
Holman, a sick American prisoner of war 
by beating and otherwise abusing him. 


except the words 
"and othervd.se 
abusing"; of the 
excepted words. 
Not Guilty 


except the words 
"and otherwise; 
abusing"; of the 
excepted words, 
Not Guilty 


Sp 5 : Between 1 January 1944 and 10 NG 
July 1944, the accused did willfully 
and unlawfully mistreat and abuse Noel 
T, Quinn, an Australian prisoner of war, 
by beating him. 

'Sp 6: (As amended, R. 3) At divers times NG 
between 1 January 1944 and 31 September 
.1944, the accused did willfully, and un¬ 
lawfully mistreat and torture numerous ' 
American and Allied prisoners of war by 
beating them with fists and clubs, by 
forcing them to assume unnatural and 
painful positions for long periods of 
time, and by otherwise abusing them. ^ 


Yes, except the 
vrords "31 Sep¬ 
tember 1944", 
substituting 
therefor the 
words- "30 Sep¬ 
tember 1944"• 1 

Of the e xcepted 
words Not Guilty 
of the substi¬ 
tuted words, . 
Guilty. 
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SfENODA 


Charge: Accused at the times and'places 
set forth ih the specifications hereto 
attached, and during a time of war'be¬ 
tween the United States of America, its 
Alli.es arid Dependencies, and'Japan, did 
violate the Laws' and Customs of Aar. 


Yes, excdpt 
as modified 
below. 


Sp 1: Between about' 1 July 19ll3 and 31 
July .19U3, at v Ofuna Provisional Prisoner 
of War Camp, Ofuna, Horishu, Japan, the " 
accused ‘did willfully and 'unlawfully 
mistreat and abuse J. S. Knutson, an 
American, prisoner of war,' by beating him 
with a club. 


Sp 2: Between about 1 June 19U3 ,and.31 
September 19lA3> the accused did misireat 
abusd and torture John A, Fitzgerald, G. 
H. Whiting #nd KT D. Hdrty,-American* * 
-•pris?fiers of *v&r, ; by fording them to - , 
'work for a long and exdesslve.peria^of _ 
trime-vri.t houiirs st arid by beating'said - 
Harty and ifefd Whiting!wibird shovel?. 


Yes,- except the 
words 11 3i Sep¬ 
tember 19ii3," 
substituting - 

the^pfor .tlje . 
words "30 S£p- * 
temper Iglii'U 
Of *he excepted 
wor^s* Not -Guilty 
of the substl-, 
tuted words - 

Grtllty. 


Sp' 31 ' That at divers times between 1 
November 19^2 and-1 September 19U3, the 
accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat, torture, abuse'and beat riumer 
ous Allied prisoners of war, . 


except the words 
"at divers times" 
and the words "mis¬ 
treat, torture, abuse' 
and beat numerous 
Allied prisoners of 
war", substituting 
therefor the words 
"beat Lieutenant Carl¬ 
ton H» Clark, an , 
American prisoner of * 
war"J of the excepted 
Words Not Guilty, of th: 


substituted vrords Guilty. 


HTRABAYASHT- 


Charge: Accused at the times and places^ NS 
set forth in the specifications hereto 
attached, and during'a time of war 
between the United States of America, ■ 
its Allies and Dependencies*, and Japan, 
did violate, the Laws and .Customs of War. 


Sp'1: Between. 1 January 19U3 and 31 
August 19^3, at Ofuna Provisional Prison¬ 
er of Y("ar Camp, Ofuna, .Honshu, Japan, 
the accused did willfully and unlawfully 
mistreat, torture and abuse John Fitz¬ 
gerald, G. H. Whiting and IC. S. Hardy, 
American prisoners of war, by forcing 
them to p'erform hard labor an excessively 
long paribdr'of time without rest' and by 
striIcing said Whiting'and said* Hardy with 
a shovel. " 


NG 


Yes 


G 

except the words "K. 

E.'Hardy and Hardy" 
substituting therefor 
the words "K. D, Harty 
and Harty "; of the ex¬ 
cepted words Ifot Guilty, 
of the substituted word 3 
Guilty. 


Yes 


(p Vofiq^ 


• d 
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Sp 2i (As amended, R. 3) At divers 
times between 1 April 19h2 and 31-August 
19U3* the’ accused did mistreat and tor¬ 


ture American and Allied prisoners of 
war by forcing them to run long dis¬ 


tances in iric'ldmerit weather; by forcing 
them to perform arduous exercises beyond 
their dnduranee arid by beating them with 
a club when they fell exhausted; and by 
otherwide beating .and abusing them! 


3i Summary of the Evidenc e: 


Preliminary remarks; All of the. alleged'offenses took place at Ofuna 
Prisoner of bar Camp^^Ofuna, Honshu, Japan. Evidence for the Prosecution con¬ 
sisted of twenty-one “(ZL) exhibits and the testimony of one“(l)-witness; 
Captain GODVaN (NZ);. ' • 


.! For the. Prosecution: : 


**'■ ^ . As to Specification 1 (YA U AZAKl)_ : Captain James G. GODWIN (V.Ai .. 

• Zealand),-a witness for the frosecutiob,, tp«tifie<* f^ia-t* he atas confined-in the * 
i)£una Provisional Prisoner, of Wax-Camp from 29 Jp^e to 1 $ January 19h$ and " 
identifi^J-tlie accused ^MAZAKE-efs one of the guards also known as “"Fat so "-and-— 
^"Swivel Neck". (R. ?3)‘. In- early July i9l4; in the afternoon the prisoners were 
lined up and BOHNGTON was ‘cglled out and stood at.attention. Ha was*only ~' 
wearing a "Fpndoshi" (Loij^ Cloth).. He was made to stand with his feet apart and.,. ' 
- his handsjjver his head.' The accused struck him four or five blows^pcross the 
buttocks with a lump i)f wood similar*to*a baseball bat. J’hen another gjjarcJ beat 
him-with the sgffie bat-, (R. 21;). He was stood at attention and“a foot circle —- 
-was drawn for him to stand in. Then we were dismissed. He was standing there 
after supper (about 5*00 p.m •). I do not know if he had any supper; apparently 
not. He v/as beaten for smoking in the lavatory. Deponent did not get the full 
story from BOHNGTON. (R. 2$). - . . , ■ 



lasmwnsM! 


Gregory BOHNGTON, does not recall the exact dates that he, viitnessed 
different beatings or was beaten himself, but he witnessed YAMAZAKE (among others) 
beat Allied prisoners in Ofuna Camp day after day. He was at Ofuna Prisoner of 
War Camp from 7 March 19UU to 6 April 1 9b5- He holds Capt.- SANEMATSU (in charge 
of the Camp) solely responsible for every atrocity committed there. (Exhibit l). 

James W. CONDIT, was at Ofuna Prisoner of‘War Camp' from'3 September 
19U3 to 30 September 19l*R. ; He identified a. photograph as YAl!ASAKr, ■ also known 
as "Swivel Neck". Ife witnessed^the beating of Major BOHNGTON administered by 
xAMASAKE.and another guard’called "Crummy". They used a small fence post as a 
bat. This was in June or July 19U!;* BOHNGTON was caught smoking in the wrong 
place and as a result he was beaten. (Exhibit 4). 

•" <L 

In Exhibit 5, an affidavit by John A. FITZGERAID the deponent stated 
that he was interned in the Ofuna Gamp and that on 12 July I 9 I 4 I 1 he witnessed 
YAMAZAKI (also known-’as "Swivel. Neck" and "bi.ver Lip" catch BOHNGTON smoking in 
the latrine. YAMAZAKE slugged BOHNGTON several times with his fists. YAMAZAKI 
had stated that Hirayama told him and OTAKE to hit BOHNGTON. Ife observed (from 
a distance of (25) twenty-five feet), YAMAZAKI and OTAKE strike BOHNGTON eight 
( 8 ) times with a club th© size of a. ball bat across hi 3 buttocks. BOHNGTON was - 
clad only in a "Fendosha" and following the beating wap made to stand at attention 
about one and a half hours. BOHMGTON's legs and buttocks ’were black" and blue 
for many days. The guards seemed to enjoy the punishment. 

* • I ’ ... 

In Exhibit 20, deponent 'stated in part that he was at Ofuna' Interro¬ 
gation Camp, from 1 January 1944 to January 1945* On about 1 October 1914; 

"Fatty" (the Accused) beat BOHNGTON before the assembled prisoners of war for 
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unauthorized smoking. He lined the p: 
of his superiors. ."Fatty 11 hit BO’UNG 1 
leaving him raw, bleeding and bruised 


in part as follows 


was a prisoner, of war at Ofuna, from 12 October 1943 io 
(nicknamed Snivel Neck") arrived ip Ofuna in January 19 U 

dk^VV* KALBERG behind a.barrack and hit him 
ok with a bamboo pole or "Kendo Stick" and forced him 
; -this was not ordered but was lAMAZAKt's idea. The 

f d hen+' EXh ^ blt ' Page as folloVfs: "Standing pn the ball 
f bent and arms •extended over the head". 

. » * ►. 

°* KALBKRG state s’that he , was at Ofuna Prisoner 
S S do ? k 3 t 9 h 10 / U i 7 A ^ out ' 15 LIarch M 2 AKI cooked 

af'hi rt f b M? S 1 1 1, th 11311(15 ovor **■ head until ^e fell 
at him with a kendo". stick' until gtopned by-the- senior 
Left, B,MA,ZAKf coatiflViod'.thD beaming.. ' 

i| iqation (i jgUjMBfefy _ in Exhibit- 16 , CAIiL 0/ QUARTBRMAN 7 
! War b > 'Q f una fromfTC October 1943 to' 10 ' 

nicknamed "fiatafcuf^'i. make PAUL D. JONESy'USAAG, 
trten fugged him^ih-the^.. : 

to-sta/.ia.tni-s very tiresome 'Position T . TVv? a 1 


4 jjg>jfr z AKI):. Again in Exhibit 16, QIARTERMAN 
TOZAia siug HOLMAN, USAAC, in the face at least fifteen 
able to do the required daily exercises. HOMAN iad a bad ~ 
. y a cnpple at this*time. This ha]op#ned'.about. January.J .944 

peoification g (mi.iAZAKX) : Not Guilty. 

^fication ^.(jgu|ZACT): Carl K. CANNON, an African ‘ 

®! n he a a nm a * °n Una from April November 19Wi. - 

J oi ckmmed Fatso" Struck him in the face three .or four 

no reason. " Fa n S0 Was five fGe t, five inches, stoclqr 

£ (Exhibit ?! \ SlU l Jame0 |, COND:i: ' r; an Amer ican prisoner 
14. (E^hiDit pi). He saw ''Fatso" beat LEMPPJERE, an 

>f war, with his fists in August or September 1944. (Exhibit 
same period aimopt every prisoner of war was lined up and 

+ h!> w + gU f rds ^ruck each prisoner with a baseball bat 
th ? buttocks. Fatso" participated'in the beating (Exhibit 


s&- SH oTJnisi.Ti? ^ *«■«* sa: 


Jahjary f•*..* 

waTone If "the"LlUU ° n . an ? degradation became vary overbearing. ’[kW-.2I-.Yl' 

prisoners of war in aVS! t + at ? rS ' am ° nS ° ther guards. These guards kept all 
prisoners ol war in a constant nervous and strained condition. Thev freauen+lv 

T their ? ists a " d « aS 

were the "Ofuna Crouch" (r> S - or 1 a ,° a ? pe ^ lod °£ time. Some of these positions 

attitude t/WMn +h h '- f? svl0usly d6fined )j pother position was the "push-up" 
attitude, wherein the victim supported his weight by placing his body in a hori- 

sSKSTsS&hf^S 8 * toes touch?ng the unfhi^.Lr 

I ■ , b ln a straight line, almost horizontal. If the victim relaxed and tr-I^d 
LS?$Sl'nK> J? e Would be or struck with the “ • 


s club rEvhi-bH+ ri h vninivt Kicxea or struck with' tl 

SANEMAISH—a"nEmber nf +ho T + ^ AMriZAI ?-> among others told him that Cant. 

, mber of tte Intelligence division ordered various beatings cf the 


(p 5 of iQ, y Yhmaz'aki et 2, Case # 17 l)' • 
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prisoners of war to take place, subsequent to his questioning. These orders wer 
normally given to UDA verbally. (Exhibit $, p 9 ). ■ 

K&IBSRG, in Exhibit -9', page 2 , identified' XAMAZAKl.as one of the 
meanest guards during his stay in Ofuna Camp (from £ September 19U3 to 10 July ' 
191.U). XUE.Z&KE loved to slug the prisoners'. In Exhibit 10, Lieutenant Charles 
KAUFMAN, AAF, stated that he was at'Ofuna Prisoner of War C^mp from 12 May 19 Ul t 
to 5 ^pril 19iiS • YAMAZAKE, a guard, was cruel and free in t.ho use of clubs and 
fists, : Around June- or July l9lrlt ho severely slugged a POW named Lt. Glenn 


G. Il^LiiiiviliiLLSRS^ former officer in the RAAFy stated that he i/as 
confined at Ofuna Interrogation Camp from August 19 U 2 until December 19UH, and 
that YAMAZAKE was one of the. guards who wore especially brutal. (Ex. 11 , p 2). 

- The Japanese guard YAMAZAKE, nicknamod "Fatstuff", .frequently got so 

mad he would go around slugging all of the prisoners .-dtldn-his jreach, add would 
call special prisoners out and slug them in the-face for no reason at all.. 

(Ex. 16, pi). 


In Exhibit 21, W. -P, THUTBMORE.'(USD) stated that iie was at the 
InfcMfogatiSn Center fro in 1U October 19U3-to* 1 October 19^'. -He know. YAMAZ] 
by name anc? By such nicknames as ,l Litti5__ F^fry ll ,'“^'ibdti'U June- lpl(l;,- "Little - 
plugged him in the fqce -four or : five; times for going,to tho^latrine without 
parmissifjp.. ’At different time’s-.TAJiAZAICr beat hir& and other prisoners*with 
fists and on several-occasions vafji a baseball bat, > - 

. *. %l " * * • 

; As to SpaolficaB lctn 1 (SHIMODA); In Exhibit 3, page 2, John A 
FITZGERAID stated that iTT"July 19^3, J. S. Knutson was severely beaten by S 
•for talcing, some rice ^from .the kite he*, jfe was struck 27 times Y/itbf‘“a club • 
-size of a ball'bati --This was witnessed by all of the P0lfs-< » ' I " “ *. 


As to Specification 2 (SHINODA) ; In Exhibit 5, page 3, FITZGERALD 
states that during the summer of 19 U 3 , a nev/ concrete walk was being, constructed 
SHENODA AMD HERABAYASHI supervised the mixing of concrete, which v/as done with 
shovels. They turned this work into a form of torture in that Lt. WHITING, Lt.‘ 
HARDY, and he were not permitted any relief at the time other prisoners were 
relieved on the shovels. These two Japanese'took great delight in directing 
their attention toward both WHETIKG .AMD HAFtDY in particular, who were struck 
several times' with a shovel because they could not keep up with the fresher men 
turning the concrete. 


As' to Specification 3 (SFEEMODA) :. A'.. L. 1JAHER in Exhibit 12, 
paragraph 37, states that lieutenant Carlton H. CLARA, U.S.W., arrived in t.ho 
camp in October 19U2. Sometime' after that he was ordered to work in the kitchen. 
This, was hard work. The hours were from Jj.s30 a.m. to 6 p.m., with about an hour 
off in the afternoon. CLARK'had always had trouble with his back. lie complained 
about it often to deponent. After many months in the kitchen,.he decided that 
he had to stop kitchon work. One ‘morning, in the summer of 19lr3, CLARK failed to 
got up and go to work in the kitchen. He vras reported to "Number 2 Gocho", a 
petty officer named SHINODA. CLARK vras accused of being lazy and insubordinate. 
SHINODA himself administered the boating, striking CLARK about 20 times across 
the buttocks and back with the usual club, In Exhibit lU, MAHER repeats that 
SHINODA personally clubbed Lt. CIARK. Ho further states that he witnessed the 
beating and acted as Interpreter between SHiNODA and the 'prisoners. SHINODA was 
a typical mean, vicious and sadistic Japanese." 

As to Specification 1 .(HERABAYASHl) : See Specification 2 (SHINODA). 

• As to Specification 2 (HI FA BA Yh. SHI) : FITZGERALD, in Exhibit 3, 
says that there was a daily_scrubbing of the deck (corridors) with mops, ijaving no 
handles. This necessitated bending over, grasping the mop and running up and down 
the passageway of the buildings. It frequently lasted half an hour and when 
anyope-Xeil down from exhaustion or slipped, they would be struck across the back 
or legs with .a club, HERABAYASHI and another guard were the most froqicnt 
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One affiant, quest^pned as to which 


;uards heat him during his stay 

, . ] i -stated-.that' "Hyrahaya'Uwas 

tho worst. Ife- had a cleft, on back of his head which began at the crown and ran down 
to’his neck. He left Ofuna about November 19U3' (Exhibit 7, p"5).‘ (KERABAYASHIj s 
head was examined by the Commissi-on: • -R, I 4 . 6 ) - -Z ‘ * -r ' . 

•) • . 

. - 0; ]$•*• MmiMBRE,. former officer in'the RAAF,-who was’ "confined at .. 

Ofuna •JtTterroga'tion Camp from August T%2 to-December stated that HERAHAYA- 

SHT administered intensive puijighment to one I#?OiffSDlf o&tho AIF.' HERABAX&SH^, 
was-oae of the. .especially brutal gua?cfe;who'on many occasions Administered brutal* . 
‘punishment .without reason (Exhibit -M)A, L. MAHEft* 3 tated--that perhaps *he-. 
•maginest guard in the damp -wdfr IffRABAYASHE .‘^Hi was in the camp- from spring 19 h 2 - 
to DeComber 19U2 and from February 19U3 to summer of \9U3, Ho never’ onc<i. relented,; 
in "his harassing of prisoner^ with, or; without justification. He was a tireless 
driver who worked the POlifs with little rest and who 1 was never satisfied. , In 
November 191 . 1 2, while building, a concrete w^ter hole, HIRABA^SHT accused Ensign 
COULTER of .loaf inland struck, him .in the face with his fists _turbil»he"bled~ .It .... 
was unprovoked (Exhibit 12, paragraph 39). About M^rch 19h3, HIRABAYAS1I accused 
two F 0 ¥s of lying and forced them to lie in the "push-up" position, on the cold 
ground, for about an hour. In u pril 191+2 he forced three FOWs to standat 
attention for three hours for following the orders of the camp petty officer 
instead of .his .(Exhibit 12, paragraph UO). HIRABAXf.SHI worked the prisoners to 
•exhaustion and struck them with club or fists without provocation. It was an 
exceptional four hour watch when this guard did not strike a' prisoner (Exhibit 
13). ffiRABAYASHT was directly responsible for many beatings (Exhibit 17, p 2). 

b. For the Defense: 


The accused, Kiichi YAJJAZAKI, after being warned of his rights took 
the witness stand and testified under oath in .his own behalf (R. 2, 3U)« Ho was 
a farmer before he entered the navy} where ho trained for three years. 


As to Boyington (Specification l): Around the middle of June, I was 
CQ under head guard HERAYAMA. I Was making the. rounds of Number 1 XU barracks 
and noticed smoke coming from the latrine. Tills was contrary to the time for 
s mo Icing according to regulations. BOYINGTON came from the. latrine but would not 
admit ho was; s mo Icing. I inspected the latrine 'he came from and saw smoke and a 
cigarette butt oh.the floor. After that he admitted smolang. I reported the 
incident to Hirayama, who ordered me to beat BOYINGTON. I took him to the parade 
ground behind Number 2 Barrack and with a stick struck him twice in tho buttocks. 
Pfc.. OTAKE was there too and struck BOYINGTON three times with the stick. At that 
timefelt sorry for Boyington so I asked -QUAKE to stop. OTAKE then drew a 
circle and had BOYINGTON stand in the center. After he stood there five or ten 
minutes, I told him to return to the barracks. The POW mess-call (ll:U3) had not 
yet soundedj neither did the guards on duty eat their 11:30 meal (R. 3U)• After 
that I went to BOUNGTON’s room because I felt sorry.for him and gave him some 
tobacco. Thereafter,. BOYINGTON and I were friendly, ' I gave * him tobacco several 
times thereafter. I told him not to smoke again in the latrine. I did not hit 
BOYINGTON 20 times as stated by Col. WALKER in his affidavit (Exhibit 20) nor did 
I and XUAi®^strike him 8 times as ‘stated by Commander FITZGERALD (Exhibit 3, p U) • 
I believe BOYINGTON knew about-tho smoking regulations (R. 3$)• 
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AS to M.UWUKU tppociiication l) ± don't recall.the exact date.' He 
was in charge of- the bathhouse.. The head guard was. IWABUCHT. Since it was a 
fine day, he ordered those working in.the kitchen etc. to do some calisthenics. 

I was the' Number 2 Guard that day. Haring the -calisthenics KALBERG was loafing 
so I cautioned him (R. 35)* Ho continued to loaf so I took him behind Number 3 
KU Barraok and struck him twice.in the cheek. Head Guard rWABUCHE had instructed 
mo to take action against KWs who loafed during calisthenics. I boat KALBERG 
because I was only a Pfc and followed the orders of my superior with-absolute 
obedience. It is not true as stated in tho CLARK Affidavit (Exhibit 3, p 2) that 
the senior pettjb-of fleer made me release KALBERG and that, about ten minutes later 
I got- KALBERG behind the kitchen and slugged him several times (R. 36). I speak 
only, tyro or three words in "English. SUGIMOTO, a guard, .was at Ofuna the same or 
part of the time that,I was. He. could-^peak more English than I. SUGIMOTO was 
taller than I and about the fcamo age (R. 38), In the navy I was beaten with clubs 
bigger than the one "I, used on BOtENGTON. -The one I used on-him was .about two 
inches in diameter. "When I hit him his hands were raised and bi-s feet spread 


acedsed. denied all-other beatings or knowledge or^remembrance-of 


(ATA (a.witness)J d»ve bean’tried by" a. Commission and 
I"was at■Ofhna: from.2? May 19W+ rto 10*November 19hlT 
, JRuwere-at Ofuna at about the same time. The ^uard 
.or than KI Iffit had a similar build (R. 



The accused, Masajiro HTRABnYASHT, after being warned "of Ms rights- 
took the witness stand ^nd .testified under. oath in Ms own behalf (R» 3, 1+6). 

I was in the navy and assigned to Ofuna POW Camp from September 191+2 to November 
or Deoentoer' 191+2 and again from February or March 191+3 to September 191+3I- do not 
have a cleft from the crown of my head to my neck. (Examination by tho .Commission 
disclosed a depression in the upper, back part of Ms skull about three (3) inches 
long-extending to one and a half (l4) inches above the ears). .1 am 28 years old 
(R. 1+6). * 

As to Specification 1 (involving -Fitzgo'rald, AiMti’ng and Hardy), we 
were building a concrete -wa»llc and some prisoners wore loafing. When it came time 
to change sMfts I made them work on but never struck them with a shovel. 


1 As to Sergeant LUTZ: He broke a saw, then Md-it, so I beat Mm. He 

had lied that he didn't know about it (R. 1+9). I struck Mm in the cheek twice on 
orders of Head Guard TERAI. (The Commission examined the accused's teeth but did 
not- note the result in.the record: R. £l). 


The accused, ShuicM SIEENODA, after being warned of Ms rights took 
thi witness stand and testified'under oath in Ms own behalf, (R. 3, 5>1). I 
arrived-Trfr'Ojuna 28. December 191+2 • I was Gocho Number 1 until I left. 


lamazaki et 2, Caise 
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Aa to KNUTSON (Spec;ificatIon 1) : In July 1943, the CQ guard 
reported tp-mo that ."OUDS£;N" hc 4 i boon caught stoaling rico. I 
ordorod YAliiAIIATA, the CC£ guard, to' assomblo the POWa in the parado 
ground. I told the POWs about it, thon struck "KNUDSEN" throe or 
four times with.- a stick and cautionod the mon (R 52). Tho accused 
'denied any other boatings (R 63), Ono day camp commander IIDA told 
mo to havo tho guard strike two or throo POWs boeauso thoy had not 
nnsvjorod questions. Ho further stdtod this was an order .from Cap¬ 
tain SANEMA.TSU of the Gonoral Staff (R 54). SASAKI did not give mo. v 
an order to $oct the prisoners of war after ho had' interrogated 
thorn- ! (R 54 ). ' ‘ p 

• • •» • 
v 4. Opinion) 

' The comanlssion whs constituted by proper authority and had 

juris.dic.tidn over the accused and of the. offonsos charged. Tliore is 
no. reason to doiibt the .sanity of tho accusod- at the- timet of thb. of- - 
fonsos chargod, nor was the. lasuo rai30d. All of the accused wore, 
advlsod of t^hoir rights prior .to'testifying* *’ • 

•- ' _ ^ Koo. ro'markd-.'of the Lat'*Kembcr ,.(R 54)* tHitt-the accusod • 

.tSim&DA) ysa'li zed when, ho' took thp* stand ^fciia£ -ho might ho subJo'ctod- : '* 
to or os s-examination;-on Other*43han portinon? majtcr^v/oro brrf5no'Qus v . # » 
.but'Tiarmlqs-s ;. stocc •tho-accus-ed* denied SASAKI "had ordered him to 
beat p'risTTnors-. ^aragfgph 5h"fit o£ ; hottor, SCAir,. datod S’ Qjcor.ibo.r** 
1*945. restricts-the cvldonco to tho issuos raised, oxcluding irrele¬ 
vant issues or ovidenoe. A '*• * ~ 


Tho motion of tho defense for a.finding of not - gui.lty of 
Specifications ,^, ,4? 5, "and 6 as*td»YAMAZAKI; Specifications X, 2j 
and 3 as-to. SHOQDA’; and - Specifications 1 qnd. 2 as -"-to ITCGABAYASH I- 
(R 29, et soq),' on tho ground of insufficient corroboration, was 
properly deniod, It has boon hold that ono affidavit nay bo suffi 
ciont to support a conviction. (KATSURA - N.-. 59, TAKAHASHI, ot a 
No. 91, Pago 18). 


Tho evidence amply supports the charges. Though tho ele¬ 
ment of 11 superior orders*' was raised by tho dofonso tho proof 3hows 
that all throo accusod wore vicious and sadistic on thoir own 
initiative. Giving due allowance to tho fact, that boatings woro 
customary in tlio Ja.panoso Navy, the sentences wore commonsurato;‘with 
tho oritaos. HIRABAYA3HI do served a sentence of four years confino- 
mont though thoro are mly two specificr.tiona against himboeauso 
of the *brut-al .nature .if his conduct, as attested to by several of 
tho former prisoners (Exhibits 5, 7, 11, 12 and 13).. Tho punish¬ 
ment of tho prisoners was aggravated by tho nature of the camp 
(Interrogation) whore neithor conversation nor corroapondonco was 
permittod. Thoro is little doubt but what tho accusod woro' guilty 
of tho offonsos chargod, according to tho findings of tho commiss¬ 
ion. , It is to bo noted that sovoral’ ci the boatings woro ndmittod 
by'tho accused. Thoro wore no recommendations for clomoney by any 
moubora of the commission. 


Roc ommonda t i ons 


Tho sontoncos should bo Approved as to all of the nccusod 


sc #171) 




w i i; 6 against YAtoikZhlp: and Specification 2 against 

SHLdODA state "31 September". Since that.month .has only 30 .days, the findings 
should bo molded accordingly* ° 

, YAMAZAKT was sentenced to confinement at hard labor for six (6) yean 

The accused was confined IT September 191*6, went to -trial 20 February 19 U 8 and 
was sentenced 26 February 191*8, In compliance with established policy it is ' 
recommended that fourteen and one-half .(litl) raonths of the confinement at hard 
labor imposed be remitted* / 

. ■ V. ‘ • 

. _ • SH1N0DA was sentenced'to'Confinement at hard labor for two' (2) yoirs. 


A form of acrti«m- dirsi"rred--tp carry the above recommendations infco effect 


■is attached 
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